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(2) When the foreign pilot certificate
or license, or the medical documenta-
tion, required by paragraph (b) of this
section is suspended, revoked, or no
longer valid;

(3) When the certificate holder
reaches the age of 60; or

(4) After 24 months after the month
in which the special purpose pilot cer-
tificate was issued.

(f) Surrender of certificate. The certifi-
cate holder shall surrender the special
purpose pilot certificate to the Admin-
istrator within 7 days after the date it
terminates.

(g) Renewal. The certificate holder
may have the certificate renewed by
complying with the requirements of
paragraph (b) of this section at the
time of application for renewal.

[Doc. No. 19300, 45 FR 5671, Jan. 24, 1980]

Subpart C—Student and
Recreational Pilots

§ 61.81 Applicability.
This subpart prescribes the require-

ments for the issuance of student pilot
certificates and recreational pilot cer-
tificates and ratings, the conditions
under which those certificates and rat-
ings are necessary, and the general op-
erating rules and limitations for the
holders of those certificates and rat-
ings.

[Doc. No. 24695, 54 FR 13038, Mar. 29, 1989]

§ 61.83 Eligibility requirements: Stu-
dent pilots.

To be eligible for a student pilot cer-
tificate, a person must—

(a) Be at least 16 years of age, or at
least 14 years of age for a student pilot
certificate limited to the operation of a
glider or free balloon;

(b) Be able to read, speak, and under-
stand the English language, or have
such operating limitations placed on
his pilot certificate as are necessary
for the safe operation of aircraft, to be
removed when he shows that he can
read, speak, and understand the Eng-
lish language; and

(c) Hold at least a current third-class
medical certificate issued under part 67
of this chapter, or, in the case of glider
or free balloon operations, certify that
he has no known medical defect that

makes him unable to pilot a glider or a
free balloon.

[Doc. No. 11802, 38 FR 3161, Feb. 1, 1973, as
amended by Amdt. 61–64, 41 FR 51392, Nov. 22,
1976; Amdt. 61–82, 54 FR 13038, Mar. 29, 1989]

§ 61.85 Application.

An application for a student pilot
certificate is made on a form and in a
manner provided by the Administrator
and is submitted to—

(a) A designated aviation medical ex-
aminer when applying for an FAA med-
ical certificate in the United States; or

(b) An FAA operations inspector or
designated pilot examiner, accom-
panied by a current FAA medical cer-
tificate, or in the case of an application
for a glider or free balloon pilot certifi-
cate it may be accompanied by a cer-
tification by the applicant that he has
no known medical defect that makes
him unable to pilot a glider or free bal-
loon.

[Doc. No. 11802, 38 FR 3161, Feb. 1, 1973, as
amended by Amdt. 61–72, 47 FR 35693, Aug. 16,
1982]

§ 61.87 Solo flight requirements for
student pilots.

(a) General. A student pilot may not
operate an aircraft in solo flight unless
that student meets the requirements of
this section. The term ‘‘solo flight,’’ as
used in this subpart, means that flight
time during which a student pilot is
the sole occupant of the aircraft, or
that flight time during which the stu-
dent acts as pilot-in-command of an
airship requiring more than one flight
crewmember.

(b) Aeronautical knowledge. A student
pilot must have demonstrated satisfac-
tory knowledge to an authorized in-
structor, of the appropriate portions of
parts 61 and 91 of the Federal Aviation
Regulations that are applicable to stu-
dent pilots. This demonstration must
include the satisfactory completion of
a written examination to be adminis-
tered and graded by the instructor who
endorses the student’s pilot certificate
for solo flight. The written examina-
tion must include questions on the ap-
plicable regulations and the flight
characteristics and operational limita-
tions for the make and model aircraft
to be flown.
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(c) Pre-solo flight training. Prior to
being authorized to conduct a solo
flight, a student pilot must have re-
ceived and logged instruction in at
least the applicable maneuvers and
procedures listed in paragraphs (d)
through (j) of this section for the make
and model of aircraft to be flown in
solo flight, and must have dem-
onstrated proficiency to an acceptable
performance level as judged by the in-
structor who endorses the student’s
pilot certificate.

(d) For all aircraft (as appropriate to
the aircraft to be flown in solo flight),
the student pilot must have received
pre-solo flight training in—

(1) Flight preparation procedures, in-
cluding preflight inspections, power-
plant operation, and aircraft systems;

(2) Taxiing or surface operations, in-
cluding runups;

(3) Takeoffs and landings, including
normal and crosswind;

(4) Straight and level flight, shallow,
medium, and steep banked turns in
both directions;

(5) Climbs and climbing turns;
(6) Airport traffic patterns including

entry and departure procedures, and
collision and wake turbulence avoid-
ance;

(7) Descents with and without turns
using high and low drag configurations;

(8) Flight at various airspeeds from
cruising to minimum controllable air-
speed;

(9) Emergency procedures and equip-
ment malfunctions; and

(10) Ground reference maneuvers.
(e) For airplanes, in addition to the

maneuvers and procedures in para-
graph (d) of this section, the student
pilot must have received pre-solo flight
training in—

(1) Approaches to the landing area
with engine power at idle and with par-
tial power;

(2) Slips to a landing;
(3) Go-arounds from final approach

and from the landing flare in various
flight configurations including turns;

(4) Forced landing procedures initi-
ated on takeoff, during initial climb,
cruise, descent, and in the landing pat-
tern; and

(5) Stall entries from various flight
attitudes and power combinations with
recovery initiated at the first indica-

tion of a stall, and recovery from a full
stall.

(f) For rotorcraft (other than single-
place gyroplanes), in addition to the
maneuvers and procedures in para-
graph (d) of this section and as allowed
by the aircraft’s performance and ma-
neuver limitations, the student pilot
must have received pre-solo flight
training in—

(1) Approaches to the landing area;
(2) Hovering turns and air taxiing

(for helicopters only) and ground ma-
neuvers;

(3) Go-arounds from landing hover
and from final approach;

(4) Simulated emergency procedures,
including autorotational descents with
a power recovery or running landing in
gyroplanes, a power recovery to a
hover in a single engine helicopter, or
approaches to a hover or landing with
one engine inoperative in multiengine
helicopters; and

(5) Rapid decelerations (helicopters
only).

(g) For single-place gyroplanes, in
addition to the appropriate maneuvers
and procedures in paragraph (d) of this
section, the student pilot must have re-
ceived pre-solo flight training in—

(1) Simulated emergency procedures,
including autorotational descents with
a power recovery or a running landing;

(2) At least three successful flights in
gyroplanes under the observation of a
qualified instructor; and

(3) For nonpowered single-place gyro-
planes only, at least three successful
flights in a gyroplane towed from the
ground under the observation of the
flight instructor who endorses the stu-
dent’s pilot certificate.

(h) For gliders, in addition to the ap-
propriate maneuvers and procedures in
paragraph (d) of this section, the stu-
dent pilot must have received pre-solo
flight training in—

(1) Preflight inspection of towline
rigging, review of signals, and release
procedures to be used;

(2) Aerotows, ground tows, or self-
launch;

(3) Principles of glider disassembly
and assembly;

(4) Stall entries from various flight
attitudes with recovery initiated at the
first indication of a stall, and recovery
from a full stall;
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(5) Straight glides, turns, and spirals;
(6) Slips to a landing;
(7) Procedures and techniques for

thermalling in convergence lift or
ridge lift as appropriate to the training
area; and

(8) Emergency operations including
towline break procedures.

(i) In airships, in addition to the ap-
propriate maneuvers and procedures in
paragraph (d) of this section, the stu-
dent pilot must have received pre-solo
flight training in—

(1) Rigging, ballasting, controlling
pressure in the ballonets, and super-
heating; and

(2) Landings with positive and with
negative static balance.

(j) In free balloons, in addition to the
appropriate maneuvers and procedures
in paragraph (d) of this section, the
student pilot must have received pre-
solo flight training in—

(1) Operation of hot air or gas source,
ballast, valves, and rip panels, as ap-
propriate;

(2) Emergency use of rip panel (may
be simulated);

(3) The effects of wind on climb and
approach angles; and

(4) Obstruction detection and avoid-
ance techniques.

(k) The instruction required by this
section must be given by an authorized
flight instructor who is certificated—

(1) In the category and class of air-
planes, for airplanes;

(2) Except as provided in paragraph
(k)(3) of this section, in helicopters or
gyroplanes, as appropriate, for rotor-
craft;

(3) In airplanes or gyroplanes, for sin-
gle-place gyroplanes; and

(4) In gliders for gliders.
(l) The holder of a commercial pilot

certificate with a lighter-than-air cat-
egory rating may give the instruction
required by this section in—

(1) Airships, if that commercial pilot
holds an airship class rating; and

(2) Free balloons, if that commercial
pilot holds a free balloon class rating.

(m) Flight instructor endorsements.
No student pilot may operate an air-
craft in solo flight unless that stu-
dent’s pilot certificate and logbook
have been endorsed for the specific
make and model aircraft to be flown by
an authorized flight instructor certifi-

cated under this part, and the student’s
logbook has been endorsed, within the
90 days prior to the student operating
in solo flight, by an authorized flight
instructor certificated under this part
who has flown with the student. No
flight instructor may authorize solo
flight without endorsing the student’s
logbook. The instructor’s endorsement
must certify that the instructor—

(1) Has given the student instruction
in the make and model aircraft in
which the solo flight is to be made;

(2) Finds that the student has met
the flight training requirements of this
section; and

(3) Finds that the student is com-
petent to make a safe solo flight in
that aircraft.

(n) Notwithstanding the require-
ments of paragraphs (a) through (m) of
this section, each student pilot, whose
student pilot certificate and logbook
are endorsed for solo flight by an au-
thorized flight instructor on or before
August 30, 1989, may operate an air-
craft in solo flight until the 90th day
after the date on which the logbook
was endorsed for solo flight.

[Doc. No. 24695, 54 FR 13038, Mar. 29, 1989, as
amended by Amdt. 61–86, 54 FR 41236, Oct. 5,
1989]

§ 61.89 General limitations.
(a) A student pilot may not act as

pilot in command of an aircraft—
(1) That is carrying a passenger;
(2) That is carrying property for com-

pensation or hire;
(3) For compensation or hire;
(4) In furtherance of a business;
(5) On an international flight, except

that a student pilot may make solo
training flights from Haines, Gustavus,
or Juneau, Alaska, to White Horse,
Yukon, Canada, and return, over the
province of British Columbia;

(6) With a flight or surface visibility
of less than 3 statute miles during day-
light hours or 5 statute miles at night;

(7) When the flight cannot be made
with visual reference to the surface; or

(8) In a manner contrary to any limi-
tations placed in the pilot’s logbook by
the instructor.

(b) A student pilot may not act as a
required pilot flight crewmember on
any aircraft for which more than one
pilot is required by the type certificate

VerDate 11-APR-97 08:15 Apr 14, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00044 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 E:\CFR\174038.008 174038


		Superintendent of Documents
	2010-10-28T17:53:33-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




